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CUI Basic vs CUI Specified

Basic - the authorizing law, regulation, or
government-wide policy does not set out
specific handling or dissemination controls.
Example marking - CUI

Specified - the authorizing law, regulation, or
government-wide policy requires specific
handling or dissemination controls. For
example, Export Controlled is a specified
category and requires both a warning
statement and distribution statement in
accordance with the laws, regulations, or
government-wide policies governing the
information. Non-DoD agencies may apply
specified markings - CUI//SP-EXPT

Information must fall within a law, regulation, or government-wide policy before it
can be considered CUI. The applicable authorities for each CUI category are listed

on the web page.

OPSEC is not the default CUI category. The information must be on the
organization’s critical information list (CIL) before the OPSEC category can be used.

Distribution statements are required with CUI categories Controlled Technical
Information (CTI) and Export Controlled (EXPT). A limited dissemination control

(LDC) is used with all other categories.

Required Markings
“CUI” at the top and bottom of all pages.

CUl designation indicator block at bottom of first
or title page.

Specified markings (CUI//SP-CTI) are not used
in DoD. However, the required warning
statements and dissemination controls must
be annotated on the first or title page of the
document.

Portion markings are optional but recommended.
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